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11. -Annual Average Weekly Wages and Salaries by Industrial Group 1930-59, and Monthly 
Averages 1958 and 1959—concluded 
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1 Mainly hotels, restaurants, laundries, dry-cleaning establishments and business and recreational services. 

Subsection 3.—Hours and Hourly Earnings, 1959 

Since the end of 1944, the monthly survey of employment and payrolls has also 
obtained, for wage-earners, statistics of hours worked and paid for during periods of absence, 
with corresponding totals of gross wages paid to the wage-earners for whom records of 
hours are maintained. These are mainly hourly rated or production workers; the necessary 
information on hours is frequently not kept by employers for ancillary workers or, in many 
establishments, for any wage-earners. Salaried employees are excluded by definition from 
this series. In a number of industries, precise records of hours worked are lacking, with 
the result that data are available for fewer industries than are covered in the employment 
and average weekly wage and salary statistics. 

The questionnaire used in the monthly survey calls for entry of the gross wage payments 
in the reported pay periods, before deduction for income tax and unemployment insurance 
deductions, etc. They include such items as payments for premium overtime work, 
shift differentials, production, incentive and cost-of-living bonuses where paid, as well as 
straight-time wages including the earnings of wage-earners employed for only part of the 
pay periods covered by the monthly surveys. 

The general movement of average hourly earnings and weekly wages has been upward 
throughout the postwar years, while the work week has been shortened in most industries. 
In highway, bridge and street construction, however, average hours have risen since 1945, 
when labour and materials were in short supply. The changes from 1945 to 1959 are 
summarized in Table 12. 

The percentage increases in earnings in manufacturing in the period have been notable, 
particularly in the non-durable goods component. Above-average expansion in recent 
years in employment in the relatively high-pay groups of that division, such as oil refining, 


